
The Student Volunteer Movement

1886-1924



“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ 

And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” (Isa6:8)





YMCAs



Mid-19th Century London



1st YMCA in London 



Growth of U.S. Colleges

• 1870

• 23,000 undergrads

• 350 colleges

• 1900

• 100,000 undergrads

• 500 colleges



Intercollegiate YMCAs



Luther Wishard



“I am willing to go anywhere, at any time, to do 
anything for Jesus.” (Luther Wishard)





J.E.K. Studd



The Cambridge Seven



D.L. Moody



Mount Hermon School for Boys



Royal Wilder



Robert Wilder



Princeton Foreign Missionary Society

Pledge: “We the undersigned declare ourselves 
willing and desirous, God permitting, to go to 
the unevangelized portions of the world.” (1883)



Mount Hermon Summer Bible 
Conference 1886



Arthur Tappan Pierson, Detroit pastor



Pierson:

“All should go, and go to all!”



Meeting of Ten Nations, July 23, 1886



William Ashmore, missionary to China





Robert Wilder



Summer Conference at Northfield, MA





Robert Speer





SVM Quadrennial Conventions: 
Locations & Attendance

• 1891: Cleveland, 558 students

• 1894: Detroit, 1,082 students

• 1898: Cleveland, 2,221

• 1902: Toronto, 2,597

• 1906: Nashville, 4,188 students

• 1910: Rochester, 3,747 students

• 1914: Kansas City, 5,031 students



SVM Quadrennial Convention, 1920



Student pledges

• 1891: $3,000/year

• 1894: $6,000/year

• 1898: $16,000/year

• 1906: $21,000/year



Education at SVM Conventions



John Mott







John Mott, missionary statesman



YMCA local campus missionary “band” 
(group)



YWCA local campus missionary “band”



SVM Missionary Studies



SVM Missionary Studies



SVM Missionary Literature



SVM Missionary Literature



SVM Application



Volunteers’ denominational affiliations

• One-fourth Methodist

• One-fourth Presbyterian

• One-fourth Congregational

• One-fourth Baptist

• A few Episcopal, Lutheran & Friends

• No Catholics



SVM Volunteers 1891-92



1st 20 years: Countries where SVM 
missionaries were sent

• 43% went to China, Japan, Korea, SE Asia

• 21% went to India, Burma, Sri Lanka (Ceylon)

• 11% went to Africa

• 5% went to Iran, Arabia, Turkish Empire

• 11% went to miscellaneous places



SVM’s Watchword

• “The Evangelization of the World in This 
Generation”

• Utilize modern means of communication & 
transportation

• Use new American wealth to financially 
support missionary work

• Gave students a living hope & concrete goal



SVM Declaration Card



Growth of North American Protestant 
Missionary Movement

• 1890: 934 missionaries on the mission field

• 1900: 5,000

• 1915: 9,000

• End of 1920s: 14,000

• Half of them had been recruited through the 
SVM & signed the declaration card



The influence of liberal theology on 
the SVM



Prayer



The Holy Spirit



Bible study
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